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SUBJECT: SPLIT IN OFFICIAL SINN FEIN WIDENS 
REF: DUBLIN 1736 

1. THE SPLIT WHICH BECAME PUBLIC IN OFFICIAL IRA'S LAST CONVENTION 
(REFTEL) APPEARS TO HAVE BECOME PERMANENT AND TO INVOLVE A SUBSTA- 
NTIAL MINORITY IN PARTY. LEADER OF DISSIDENTS IN SEAMUS COSTELLO, 

A POPULAR FIGURE FROM COUNTY WICKLOW. HE HAS FOUNDED A NEW "IRISH 
REPUBLICAN SOCIALIST PARTY" (IRSP). IT CLAIMS TO HAVE ABOUT 300 
MEMBERS DIVIDED EQUALLY BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH, AND CLAIM IS 
FAIRLY CREDIBLE. SPLIT HAS. HOWEVER, BEEN BUILDING UP FOR LAST 
YEAR OR TWO, AND MANY OF NEW PARTY MEMBERS HAD ALREADY CEASED 
ACTIVITY IN OFFICIAL SINN FEIN. 

2. NEW PARTY'S BEST ACQUISITION IS BERNADETTE DEVLIN MCALISKEY, 

WHO STILL HAS MUCH PUBLICITY VALUE & SOME PRESUMED VOTING STRENGTH. 

3. FROM NEW PARTY'S PRONOUNCEMENTS. ITS LINE APPEARS ABOUT HALF 
WAY BETWEEN THAT OF OFFICIALS AND PROVISIONALS. PARTY CLAIMS TO 
FOCUS BOTH ON THE "NATIONAL QUESTION" (IRISH UNIFICATION) AND ON 
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OFFICIALS HAD ENTIRELY ABANDONED THE OLD NATIONAL GOALS. LEADERS 
OF NEW PARTY ALSO CLAIM THAT OFFICIAL SINN FEIN HAS GROWN UNDEM- 
OCRATIC AND HAS REFUSED TO GIVE DISSIDENTS A HEARING. 

3. WE HAVE NOT HEARD OF ANY MILITARY WING (IRA) ATTACHED TO NEW 
ORGANIZATION, ALTHOUGH IT WOULD BE RESONABLE TO EXPECT SOME IRA 
DISSIDENTS TO BE ATTRACTED TO NEW GROUP. 

4. COMMENT: JUDGING FROM PAST PERFORMANCE OF MOST OTHER 
REPUBLICAN-EXTREMIST GROUPS, ONE COULD NOT PREDICT BRIGHT POL- 
ITICAL FUTURE FOR NEW IRSP. IT DOES APPEAR, HOWEVER, TO BE MOUNT- 
ING AN EMBARRASSING CHALLENGE TO OFFICIAL SINN FEIN, WHICH IS 
ALREADY A VERY MINOR POLITICAL FORCE. WE SPECULATE THAT OFFICIALS' 
CLOSE COOPERATION WITH COMMUNISTS HAS HELPED PRODUCE THE SPLIT, 
SINCE MOST OF NEW PARTY'S CRITICISMS ARE DIRECTED AT KNOWN 
COMMUNIST OBJECTIVES. 

5. FOR THE RECORD, NEW PARTY'S OFFICERS ARE AS FOLLOWS: CHAIRMAN, 
SEAMUS COSTELLO (WICKLOW); VICE CHAIRMAN, JOE SWEENEY, DERRY; 
SECRETARY, TERESA GALLAGHER, DUBLIN. COMMITTEE: SEAN FLYNN, MANUEL 
MCILROY, JOHN MCALEA AND CHARLIE CRAIG (BELFAST); SEAMUS O'KANE 
AND TERRY ROBESON (DERRY); BERNADETTE MCALISKEY (TYRONE); JOHNNY 
WHITE (DONEGAL); ANN WEBB AND MICK PLUNKETT (DUBLIN); JOHN LYNCH 
(CORK); STELLA MACKOWSKI (CLARE); JOE QUINN (LIMERICK) AND TONY 
QUINN (TIPPERARY). 
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